
 

College Writing Summer Assignment 

These assignments will be due on the first day of school next year. I have tried to craft assignments that will start 

the year with good discussion and will also be something useful to you during your senior year. This is not busy work. If 

you have any questions about the assignments, please come and talk to me before school gets out or email me over the 

summer. I will commit to checking my email during the summer at least once a week. Do not wait until the last minute 

on these assignments. They require time and thinking on your part. Each assignment should be typed and in MLA 

format. If you do not know what this means, come ask me or visit the OWL Purdue website.  If you have difficulties 

with your printer, please share your assignments with me on Google Docs before class starts. Printer problems are not 

an excuse to not have your work turned in. 

The expectation for this class is that you will be writing at a college level. You should always have multiple drafts 

of an assignment (I do not need you to turn in rough drafts for these assignments, but will require that in the future) and 

you should review your work for things like conventions, carefully following all assignment directions, and turning in 

work that you are proud of. It is completely acceptable and encouraged to have your work peer reviewed. There are a 

lot of you in this class this year; share your work with other incoming seniors and get some feedback.  

I look forward to having you in class this September! Please let me know if you have any questions, either now 

or over the summer.  Email: nicole.shafer@nsantiam.k12.or.us  

Assignment #1 

Research at least 10 colleges and/or universities. Look at their websites, talk to people you know who attend, even visit 

them if you are able to. Consider what you want to major in, what size of school you would thrive in, the school 

environment you would enjoy, extracurricular concerns, if you would be willing to move and how far, the cost of the 

school, public verses private etc.  

Then, choose 5 schools you would like to apply to. You should have at least one school you are certain you would get 

into (a safety school), at least one school you have a pretty good chance of getting into, and at least one school that is 

your dream school.  

Make a list of the 10 schools your reviewed. Then, for each of the 5 schools you would like to apply to, write 

1. Their admission requirements (GPA, SAT scores, essays, recommendation letters etc.) 

2.  Their admission deadline 

3. A paragraph explaining why you want to attend this school, addressing things like major, school environment, 

and extracurricular options 
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Assignment #2 

Research several scholarships (at least 5) that you are eligible for. For starters, look at the schools you are interested in 

applying to, as well as the Stayton High School counseling website and the Oregon Student Access Commission (OSAC) 

website: www.oregonstudentaid.gov , edudaris.com. These may be out of date for the year (last year’s information) but 

should be similar for next year once deadlines are updated. 

Then, choose 3 scholarships to apply to that you are eligible for.  

For each of the 3 scholarships, write 

1. Their application requirements (GPA, SAT scores, essays, recommendations, etc.) 

2.  Their application deadline 

3. A paragraph explaining why this scholarship is a good fit for you and how it would improve your college 

experience if you were awarded this scholarship. 

 

Assignment #3 

Write a two page (minimum) self-analysis about your skills as a writer. What are you good at? What do you struggle 

with? What do you hope to learn more about and improve on this coming year? What are you worried about? Be as 

honest with yourself (and me) as possible. The purpose of this class is to improve your writing! I don’t expect you to start 

the class with perfect skills. Although you should answer these questions, your essay should be cohesive with an 

introduction and a conclusion, not just answers to questions.  

 

Assignment #4 

Choose a piece of writing (this can be anything—an article, blog, novel, short story, poem) that you consider to be 

“good” writing. Then, write a two-three page explanation with several examples/pieces of evidence (quotes) from the 

text explaining why this is good writing. Be sure to cite correctly both in-text and in a works cited page (this is not 

included in the page count). What makes it good writing? What qualities does good writing have? If you had to create a 

list of elements essential for good writing, what things would make that list? Although you should answer these 

questions, your essay should be cohesive with an introduction and a conclusion, not just answers to questions.  

 

Assignment #5 

Write a two page essay describing a moment in the last five years where you were most challenged. This could be 

intellectually, physically, socially, emotionally etc. What happened? How did you respond? And, what did you learn from 

it? If you were to encounter this same situation again, would you respond differently? Explain.  
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